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Five men to be ordained permanent deacons for the Diocese of Greensburg June 20 

 

GREENSBURG — A deacon’s life is all about service, and the five men who will be ordained 

permanent deacons June 20 are anxious to learn how they will serve the Diocese of 

Greensburg. 

Bishop Edward Malesic will celebrate the 10 a.m. ordination Mass at Blessed Sacrament 

Cathedral in Greensburg. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, attendance will be limited to 

those holding invitations. The Mass will be live-streamed on the diocesan website, 

www.dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

The five men to be ordained are: 

 Michael Dargay of Tarrs, who will turn 58 in July, served Holy Trinity Parish, Ligonier, 

during formation. He’s a plant manager for Forum Lighting.  

 Craig Gilbert of Delmont, 53, who served his home parish, St. John Baptist de La Salle, 

Delmont, works as a physical therapist for UPMC.  

 Steven LoCascio of Greensburg, 66, who also worked during formation at his home 

parish, St. Benedict, Marguerite, is retired after 41 years as a teacher and administrator 

in the Greater Latrobe School District. 

 Robert Stauffer of Adamsburg, 60, who trained at St. Agnes Parish, North Huntingdon, 

following retirement after 25 years as a trooper with the Pennsylvania State Police, has 

worked for six years as maintenance director for St. Paul Parish, Greensburg.  

 Bill Wilson of North Huntingdon, 58, who served at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, North 

Huntingdon, is senior director of corporate development and investor relations for 

Matthews International Corp. in Pittsburgh. 

After ordination, all five will receive their first parish assignments, said Deacon Bill Hisker, 

director of the permanent diaconate in the Diocese of Greensburg. Their ordinations will 

increase the number of permanent deacons in the diocese to 14, he said. 

Deacon Hisker explained that each of the men has college degrees and significant gifts and 

talents that will be put to use in their ministries. 
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“They all have full-time jobs,” he said. “They’re all married. They have different professions. 

They all have a good sense of who they are and how they’re connected. They have a strong 

sense of what the diaconate is all about, how it is focused on service. 

“I’ve been walking with them now for five years, directly involved in their formation. If I 

could have five more like them every two years, I would be tickled.” 

When married men are ordained to the diaconate, their wives are an integral part of their 

ministry. All five of the men being ordained said that their wives supported their decision to 

pursue ministry. 

“My wife called me out to begin formation in this diocese. She and our children have been a 

constant source of support and encouragement throughout the process,” said Dargay about 

Karen, his wife of 32 years, and their three adult children. 

Stauffer said his 14-year marriage to Bonnie – with five adult children – has grown “deeper 

and closer” during the deacon formation process. 

“We had a good marriage to begin with. This just made it all the better,” he said. “Our 

prayer life has grown because it’s part of the program. You just want to pray more and talk 

more. It’s deepened our relationship, and I think it’s deepened my relationship with my 

children, too.” 

The other men agreed that becoming a deacon has made a similar impact on their marital 

and family ties, including Gilbert, married to Kathy for 29 years, with two adult sons; LoCascio 

and his wife, Cheryl; and Wilson, with wife, Debbie, and four adult children. 

Two of the deacons-to-be – Gilbert and Wilson – are converts to Catholicism. After 

converting, they were encouraged to dive deeper into the church, which eventually led them to 

the permanent diaconate. 

“I’ve found in the Catholic faith, it is good theology and it’s very consistent with itself,” 

Wilson said. “Really, the deeper you get, the more you realize it’s bringing people closer to 

Christ.” 

They all credit someone for giving them the idea of pursuing the diaconate. Gilbert said it 

was Deacon Dan Frescura who felt Craig might have a calling to the permanent diaconate.  
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“So, I started looking into it, praying about it, talking with other people about what it was 

because I really didn’t know too much about the permanent diaconate.” 

Each man spoke of the opportunity that he is being given by the church in the diaconate, 

with service as the common denominator. 

“This isn’t about prestige. This isn’t about having a title,” LoCascio said. “This is about just 

offering yourself for service to those who need it. And that’s what I’m looking forward to.” 

 

-end- 


