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      On the third day Jesus conquers death
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ:

Jesus loves us. He wants to be with 
us, and he wants us to be with him 
forever.

Not even death would keep Jesus 
from loving us — he rose again on 
the third day so that he could be 
with us and we could be with him 
into eternity. This is the salvation 
he came to bring us, the new life he 
died for. 

Jesus became a man in the flesh 
out of his desire to be with us. He 
walked among us, lived with us, 
laughed with us, and had a special 
fondness for the poor and suffering 
of this world.  He enjoyed being with 
us, and his friends enjoyed being 
with him.  

 Jesus died on the cross out of love 
for us.  He loved us so much that he 
would not deny that he was God’s 
Son, born to save us. That sparked 
outrage among the religious leaders 
of his time who orchestrated his 
condemnation. Yet, even on the 
cross, Jesus had a heart that was 
filled with God’s mercy. He said, 
“Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34).  He did 
not want our sins to keep us apart 
from him.  

On the third day in the tomb, 
Jesus has his final say over death.   
He conquers it. He shows us that 
resurrection is also possible for us 
who believe in him.  Where he has 
gone, we will follow. We can be 

together forever. 
Until we are together in heaven, 

Jesus remains with us in many ways, 
especially through the sacraments 
we celebrate. He gives them to us as 
living signs of his powerful pres-
ence. I point out, in particular, the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, through 
which Jesus unites himself to us 
under the appearances of bread and 
wine. It is humbling to know that the 
Risen Jesus is present in every taber-
nacle of the world, even to the end 
of time. We are with him every time 
he feeds us at the table of his altar or 
we pray before him in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  

I also want to encourage you to 
encounter the love of Jesus in the 
sacrament of reconciliation. He 
gives us this sacrament to extend 
his forgiveness from the cross to us. 
When we confess our sins with sor-
row and a firm purpose of amend-
ment, Jesus gives us his mercy in a 
truly personal and sacramental way 
through his priests.  

Jesus remains with us in the poor 
and suffering of the world. When 
we give drink to the thirsty, food to 
the hungry, welcome to the strang-
er, compassion to the imprisoned; 
when we take care of anyone in 
need, we are taking care of Jesus 
who is present to us in them. Jesus 
loves us and wants to be with us in 
every person who needs our help. 
And we want to be where Jesus is 
present — in the suffering of the 
world.  

Jesus is certainly present to us in 
His Word, which we proclaim in our 
parishes and homes. The prayerful 
reading of our sacred Scriptures is a 
way to become aware of the pres-
ence of Jesus alive in our hearts. His 
Word is everlasting!

Remember that Jesus wants to be 
with you, and you should want to 
be with Jesus. This is all possible be-
cause Jesus is alive: He is with us, al-
ways with us, never abandoning us. 
He gives us so many ways to touch 
him, especially in Word, sacrament 
and one another. His Holy Spirit, his 
lasting gift to us, assures our hearts 
and minds that Jesus is alive and 
real for us and waiting for our next 
personal encounter with him. Let us 
not delay running to the Risen Lord 
and opening our hearts to him.   

Please consider using the next 
few days leading up to the Easter 
celebration as a time to be thankful 
for the presence of Jesus in your life.  
Here are a few things to consider:

The Chrism Mass at 10 a.m. on 
Holy Thursday morning in our 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral is a 
tremendously beautiful Mass that 
witnesses to the strength and unity 
of our local church.  At that time, 
laity and clergy gather as oils are 
blessed, consecrated and sent to be 
used in sacraments throughout our 
diocese.

On Holy Thursday evening, the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated throughout the diocese 
to commemorate the institution 
of the sacraments of the ordained 
priesthood and the Eucharist. Jesus’ 
words will remind us that we are 
called to serve as he has served us.  

On Good Friday, a uniquely 
powerful liturgy of the veneration of 
the cross takes place. We embrace 
the cross of Jesus and mourn the 
fact that our sins played a part in 
the death of Jesus.  We accept our 
guilt. But, we also accept the Lord’s 
forgiveness of our sins. We place 
ourselves on the cross and offer our 
own lives as a sacrifice for God. 

At the Easter Vigil, we proclaim 
Christ to be the light shining in our 
darkness and remember the events 
of our salvation. At that time we 
will baptize new believers in Christ 
and receive into full communion 
those who are asking to share in the 
practice of our Catholic faith. This 
includes more than 130 people in 
our diocese who are so in love with 
Jesus that they want to be with him 
and, we know, he wants to give 
himself to them in the Easter sacra-
ments. We are grateful to God for his 
call to them to join us in His Catholic 
Church.  

Use the next several days well in 
order to recognize the many ways 
that the Risen Christ shows his love 
for you. If your schedule permits, 
take time to participate in one of 
the Church’s liturgies — the Chrism 
Mass, the Mass of the Last Supper 
and the Good Friday liturgy. Of 
course, we should recall our new life 
in Christ by celebrating His Resur-
rection at the Easter Vigil Mass or 
one of the Easter Sunday Masses. 
May we hold each other in prayer 
at those special celebrations of our 
faith.

God is so good to us! He has given 
us Jesus crucified, yet back from the 
dead. Now we can be together with 
him and each other forever. Have 
faith and believe.  

Please share this joyful news with 
those you meet: Christ is alive!

Alleluia!
Yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Edward C. 
Malesic, JCL

Bishop of Greensburg
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The Risen Christ is depicted in the painting “Resurrection” by 15th-century Italian master Andrea Mantegna.


